
 53A-2-118.   Creation of new school district by county legislative body -- Initiation 
of process -- Procedures to be followed. 
 
       (1)  A county legislative body may create a new school district from an existing 
school district within the geographical boundaries of the county. 
       (2) (a)  The process may be initiated: 
       (i)  through a citizens' initiative petition; or 
       (ii)  at the request of the board of the existing district or districts to be affected by the 
creation of the new district. 
       (b)  A petition submitted under Subsection (2)(a)(i) must be signed by qualified 
electors residing within the geographical boundaries of the proposed new school district 
equal in number to at least 15% of the number of electors in the area who voted for the 
office of governor at the last regular general election. 
       (c)  The process may only be initiated once during any four-year period. 
       (d)  A new district may not be formed if the student population of the proposed new 
district is less than 5,000 or the existing district's student population would be less than 
5,000 because of the creation of the new school district. 
       (e)  If a county legislative body receives a request or petition to create a new district 
on or before December 1: 
       (i)  the county legislative body shall appoint an ad hoc advisory committee, as 
provided by Subsection (3), on or before January 1; 
       (ii)  the ad hoc advisory committee shall submit its report and recommendations to 
the county legislative body, as provided by Subsection (3), on or before July 1; and 
       (iii)  if the county legislative body approves a proposal to create a new district, the 
proposal shall be submitted to the county clerk to be voted on by the electors of the 
existing district at the regular general or municipal general election held in November. 
       (3) (a)  The county legislative body shall appoint an ad hoc advisory committee to 
review and make recommendations on a request for the creation of a new school district 
submitted under Subsection (2)(a). 
       (b)  The advisory committee shall: 
       (i)  seek input from: 
       (A)  those requesting the creation of the new school district; 
       (B)  the school board and school personnel of the existing school district; 
       (C)  those citizens residing within the geographical boundaries of the existing school 
district; 
       (D)  the State Board of Education; and 
       (E)  other interested parties; 
       (ii)  review data and gather information on at least: 
       (A)  the financial viability of the proposed new school district; 
       (B)  the proposal's financial impact on the existing school district; 
       (C)  the exact placement of school district boundaries; and 
       (D)  the positive and negative effects of creating a new school district and whether 
the positive effects outweigh the negative if a new school district were to be created; and 
       (iii)  make a report to the county legislative body in a public meeting on the 
committee's activities, together with a recommendation on whether to create a new school 
district. 
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       (4) (a)  The county legislative body shall provide for a 45-day public comment 
period on 
the report and recommendation to begin on the day the report is given under Subsection 
(3)(b)(iii). 
       (b)  Within 14 days after the end of the comment period, the county legislative body 
shall vote on the creation of the proposed new school district. 
       (c)  The proposal is approved if a majority of the members of the county legislative 
body votes in favor of the proposal. 
       (d)  If the proposal is approved, the county legislative body shall submit the proposal 
to the county clerk to be voted on: 
       (i)  by the electors of the existing school district; 
       (ii)  in accordance with Title 20A, Election Code; and 
       (iii)  at the next regular general election or municipal general election, whichever is 
first. 
       (e)  Creation of the new school district shall occur if a majority of the electors within 
both the proposed school district and the remaining school district voting on the proposal 
vote in favor of the creation of the new district. 
       (f) (i)  The county legislative body shall, within 45 days of the creation of the new 
school district, file a written notice of the action with the State Tax Commission. 
       (ii)  The notice shall be accompanied by a map showing the boundaries of the 
affected school districts, prepared and certified by a local surveyor. 
       (5)  If a proposal to create a new district is approved by the electors, the existing 
district's documented costs to study and implement the proposal shall be reimbursed by 
the new district. 
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